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Next meeting June 14th  
 Virtual online Zoom meeting Sunday, June 14th at 1 PM  

The theme will be the April meeting theme for the show and tell.  

 

A REFLECTION ON A 13-YEAR RADIO JOURNEY by David Wilson 

Iôve had some extra time recently 
to catch up on projects in my shop. 
One of the things on my list was to 
install the original bronze bezel 
that I recently acquired to replace 
the casted in plastic bezel we 
made for my Zenith 1000 Z Strato-
sphere radio I acquired in 2007. 
Since I had the Stratosphere turner 
out of the radio to install the origi-
nal bezel, I decided to check all the 
tubes, do a tune-up so to speak on 
the radio. Zenith did not think 
through their cabinet design as 
well as E.H. Scott and McMurdo 
Silver did where they made the lid 
on their cabinets lift-up so the 
tubes could be easily serviced 
without taking the tuner chassis out 
of the cabinet. This process to me 
took me a couple half days totaling 
about 8 hours. Over the years I 
have acquired thousands of tubes 
and when I moved into my new 
workshop back at the beginning of 
the year I started to process of 
sorting and organizing all my 
tubes. As most here know, itôs not 
a real fun project. So, I took the 
opportunity to do a lot of extra test-
ing on multiples of tubes I had that 

went into my Stratosphere and 
other radios. This time spent test-
ing also included labeling each 
tubeôs new tested value. 
 
As I serviced the Stratosphere, I 
did some reflective thinking about 
the journey this unique radio had 
taken me on for just over a decade 
now. It was May of 2007, when I 
was asking a seller about their item 
on eBay, it turned out the seller 
that was in Albuquerque. I had 
some questions about the sellerôs 
item and in the exchange this per-
son became aware that I lived in 
Las Cruces. The seller told me that 
there was a NMRCC picnic being 
held at a memberôs home that 
May, which turned out to be Rich-
ard Majesticôs home. I decided to 
attend that picnic and thatôs how I 
became a member of NMRCC for 
a second time, the first time was in 
1996. I reconnected at the picnic 
with some old members and met 
some new ones like Richard. 
 
Little did I know that a few months 
later I would once again be on 

(Continued on page Six) 
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Rear view of Davidôs Zenith Strat 
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NMRCC Officers for 2017 

¶ David Wilson: President 

¶ Mark Toppo: Vice President 

¶ Richard Majestic: Treasurer 

¶  [open] Secretary C. Burch acting 

¶ Membership Randy Gray 

¶ Ron Monty Director 

¶ Les Davidson Director 

¶ John Anthes Director 

¶ John Hannahs 

¶ Richard Majestic: Newsletter Editor 

NMRCC 2020 MEETINGS 
 January 12th  óFM tuners 
February 9th . Tube boxes, old radio books 

and text books, documents (manufacturer news-
letters), and advertising items related to radios 
and broadcasting 
March 8th 1930s art deco radios, chrome 

chassis and intricate wood design radios 
April 19th . Old computers, calculators, slide 

rules, and associated items 
May 10th Spring Picnic&sale ð (J.Anthesõs) 
June 14th Unusual Devices/Stump the Experts

- Unusual tubes, light bulbs, transistors, and 
radio parts. Also, who can identify that strange 
gizmo you found, or explain how an unusual 
object works? 
July 12th Radio Repair Workshop with Les 

Davidson AA%s at J. Anthesô home 
August 9th Wild Card Sunday 
September 13th  Radios with odd construc-

tion 
October 11th Fall Ribeye Steak Picnic 
(Wilsonõs)  
November 08th Radio Repair Workshop 

with Richard Majestic AA12s 
December 13th Holiday Party & sale at 
Mark topoõs home 

Mark T and 
James P 

NMRCC Meeting MINUTEs to be con-
tinued soon watch this space 
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Flashback from The Past 
 
I recently had some blood tests done at Kaseman 
Hospital where NMRCC previously held their club 
meetings for probably around 15 years.  Prior to the 
meetings, we gathered up in the parking lot to so-
cialize and then had an auction. Afterwards, we 
would haul our stuff for the monthly theme to a 
room inside the hospital where we would conduct 
our meeting. I do mean haul as it was quite a dis-
tance from the parking lot to our meeting room. 
Since the furniture in the hospital was nice, we 
needed to be careful not to bring in stuff that was 
very junky and might damage the furniture.  
 
In leaving Kaseman after my lab work, I stopped by 
the ñold auction treeò and took a picture. Many a 
radio, tubes, parts, etc were sold under this tree prior 
to our monthly meeting. The auctions occurred pret-
ty much every month independent of the weather. 
Occasionally in the winter, we might decide to by-
pass having an auction and quickly head inside 

where it was warmer. 
The shade of the tree was very welcomed during the 
hot summer months. I suspect many of the old tim-
ers in the club might still have a few of the radios 
they bought under this tree.  When you look at the 
picture of the tree, imagine the times when all of the 
ground area under the tree was filled with radios, 
test equipment, boxes of tubes, boxes of parts and 
whatever else people brought to auction off. ~by 
Chuck Burch 
The tree may have been owned by Kaseman but 
Chuck owned it at Auction time on the second Sun-
day of the month. [ED] 
 

The NMRCC AUTION TREE at Kaseman Hospital parking lot 


